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KONIEH. 



Konieh is a town of Asiatic Turkey, built on the ruins of 
Iconium, the capital of Lycaonia. To this city allusion is 
made both in sacred and profane history. Herodotus, Strabo, 
Cicero, and Xenophon, make mention of the place ; and there 
St. Paul was persecuted by the unbelieving inhabitants, botli 
Jews and Gentiles. The ancient name signified image, and was 
bestowed, it is said, on account of the head of Medusa being 
suspended from one of the columns. 
After the taking of Nicsea by the crusaders, in 1099, Konieh 



built on the model ot that of St. Sophia at Constantinople. 
Neither is there anything beautiful in the surrounding country 
— for the most part it lies bleak and bare, an inhospitable 
district, a dreary, barren plain, edged with snow-covered 
mountains. But Konieh has still something interesting. Its 
importance belongs to the past ; but the walls reared by the 
sultans, from the remains of old Iconium, are covered with 
figures in alto-relievo, which are said to be the finest in all 
Turkey. The gate represented in our engraving is thus orna- 




THE GATE OF XONIEH. 



became the residence of .the Seljuk Sultans, by whom it was 
restored to much of its ancient glory, and embellished with 
many new buildings. Ninety years afterwards it again 
changed hands, and the Turks were expelled by Frederick 
Barbarossa. At his death the city was retaken by the Moslems, 
and there the Seljuk Sultan lived in great state till the irrup- 
tion of the Khans. Since the days of Bajazet it has been 
included in the territory of the Grand Seignior. 

Konieh has little to recommend it. The mosques, the coffee- 
houses, and the Armenian churches, have nothing very 
attractive in them, except, perhaps, Sultan Selim's mosque, 



mented, and is a very fair specimen of the whole. The winged 
figures over the gate are supposed by the inhabitants to be- the 
good. angel Gabriel, and the fallen spirit Ariel. The key is 
ornamented with a double-headed eagle. The balls suspended 
by chains from the upper part of the wall are trophies, common 
enough among the Mussulmen, of former triumphant victories. 
The structure altogether is in a very ruinous condition, the 
sculptures sadly defaced, and the appearance of the gate 
injured by the Turkish booths which are clustered thickly 
• about it; but there is still enough to attract a visit from the 
antiquary, and to reward him for his trouble. 



